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Welcome Back to School

Welcome to a great school year at Stoddert Elementary
School. Our classes are welcoming, inviting and ready for
learners to engage in challenging and motivating learning
activities; ones that will help them reach the high
academic standards of the District of Columbia School
System.

The school year has started on a very positive note; one
that includes every stakeholder in the difficult task of
helping our children achieve across content areas in a
time of budget crunch and strong competition amongst
schools in the city. We at Stoddert are proud of our staff,
students and parents and believe that together we will not
only meet the standards, but exceed.

Our staff this year consists of:

Dr. Andriana Kalapothakos — Principal
Ms. Diane Terrell — Pre-K and her aide Ms. Smith.
Ms. Lauren Guaraldo — Pre-K and her aide, Ms. Ford.
Ms. Debra Mundell — Kindergarten and her aide, Ms.
Murphy
I Ms. Irene Murshed — Kindergarten and her aide, Ms.
Thompson

. Elizabeth Kerr- 1% Grade

. Mimi Stevenson — 1* Grade

. Justina French — 2™ Grade

. Melva Redman — 2™ Grade

. Edie Stanton — 3™ Grade

. Joey Curtis — 4™ Grade

. Rachel Henighan — 4/5 Combination

. Myrilyn Barr — Computer Technology
. D. Bruce — Library Media Center

. Robert Smith — Special Education

. Bonnie Moisan — ELL

. Hiam Muhawi— ELL

Our entire staff is enthusiastic, eager and well qualified.
They are here to service our children and help them reach
high goals. The entire staff welcomes the parents and
community and invites them to be an active part of our
learning. Come by, meet us and join us in our efforts to
make Stoddert the BEST in DCPS

Dr. Andriana Kalapothakos, Principal
Benjamin Stoddert Elementary School

Updates for Parents

Mark September 21, 2006 as back to school night. We
look forward to seeing you!

Help your child exercise good handwriting. Even
though we use computers today; we still need our
handwriting skills.

“The first duty of love is to listen” (Paul Tillich). Listen
to your children and help them learn to solve their
problems and find answers to their concerns.

Spend time to read each day — “Considering, reflecting
and exploring as one reads involves an active
engagement with text” (Council for Basic Education,
2002).

Help your child feel confident and eager to learn more.
Give positive feedback; check the backpack for teacher
notes or homework information. Be an active member
of your child’s learning process.

We welcome volunteers however; we need to comply
with the DCPS regulations. Come by the main office
and get your volunteer clearance forms. Fill them out,
get your TB clearance and you are ready to help.
Thanks for your assistance, patience and time as we
work toward keeping our schools safe, secure and
caring places to learn.

Upcoming Events
Sept. 5 Library & computer start
Jecial Ed to meet with
students

Fllmore Program starts
Back to School Night, 7:00 to
9:00 PM

SEpt. 11
SEpt. 21
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Important Notes
|

Make sure students are not in school earlier than 8:30
AM. There is no supervision on the playground at that
time and we are eager to have every child safe at all
times.

I At approximately 8:35, Dr. Kalapothakos or a designee
will ring the school’s bell and the children will line up in
their grade level lines; ready for entry into the building.
The teachers will pick up at 8:40. Children who arrive
between 8:40-8:58 AM can move to their classrooms
quietly. At 9:00 we will begin tardy procedures. The
students STOP at the security desk and receive a pass to
move to their class.

I Ininclement weather: Be aware that the children will
enter the building on the first floor. Parents of pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten may take the children to
classes directly (not before 8:35). If you are here before,
allow the children to wait with the others and then move
them to their teachers. All others will line up on the first
floor and in an orderly line wait until their teachers pick
them up at 8:40.

| At the conclusion of the day: Bolling bus riders line up in
one line and wait until the bus arrives and the children are
dismissed.

I All others are in a line and as they see the parents at the
front entrance move on out of the building.

! Only day care students should be in the cafeteria/all
purpose area in either the AM or PM. In the AM students
who have breakfast, go in, have breakfast and then come
to the class line.

I Weare working on developing some routines that will
make it safer and more orderly for the students, parents
and staff.

| Ms. Cash, our Food Service Manager is in the Dining
Area each day from 8:10 AM until 1:30 PM. Any children
with money for lunch should bring their money in an
envelope with their name and grade on it; give it to Ms.
Cash so that they do not lose the money before lunch
time.

I Parents may go the cafeteria and pay Ms. Cash in
advance. All received the lunch forms and we ask that
these be returned filled out regardless of eligibility.

| For further information; you may contact the main office.
We will be glad to help you.

The students did a great job for the first week!

Benjamin Soddert Elementary School
4001 Calvert Sreet, NW
Washington, DC 20007

Phone:
(202) 282-0143

Fax:
(202) 282-0145

Soddert News
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Principal® Monthly Message
Dear Parents and Guardians of Stoddert Students:

It has been my distinct pleasure to become a member of
the Stoddert Staff. The past few weeks have been
challenging but very productive ones. [ have come to
know and admire the parents, staff and children of the
school and am looking forward to a positive and busy
relationship as we help Stoddert to grow. Our children
are the future and we must focus on that and place our
energy on improving and expanding the many programs
that can be available to our school.

My thanks to each and every volunteer who has
graciously given of their valuable time to make the
beginning of this year a successful one. At this time our
classes are almost full; instructional staff is in place and
the program is moving right along. The volunteers have
helped tremendously to keep the office moving as we
work through a shortage of office staff. We all miss Mrs.
Paul and wish her well.

I welcome the new staff and thank the senior staff for
their help in this transition. The children of Stoddert are
blessed with a very well qualified group of teachers; all
ready and willing to make learning possible for every
learner. They will communicate with the parents on a
regular basis and keep them posted of the wonderful
events taking place in the classrooms.

Again, thanks to all and I look forward to a wonderful
school year SY 2006-2007.

Dr. Andriana Kalapothakos, Principal

Last but Not Least

I Weather is changing — Let’s dress appropriately.

| Make sure our children have all their school supplies with
them every day.

! Spend some time to review each evening.

I Praise your child for their accomplishments. Help them
feel proud and encourage them to learn all they can at
Stoddert Elementary School; a school that prides itself for
reading, writing, listening, speaking and viewing!

WeQe on the Web!
www.stoddert.org




